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2015
DATES TO REMEMBER

18th February, Wed
School Photos
19th February, Thurs
School Photos for Preps and Yr 8 @9am

2015 TERM DATES
29th

27th

Term 1:
January to
March
Term 2: 13th April
to 26th June
Term 3: 13th July
to 18th September
th
Term 4: 5 October to 18th December
All students including the new preps, will
begin in 2015 on Thursday 29th January.
Preps will have Wednesdays off in February

MERBEIN P-10 FACEBOOK PAGE

Check the Facebook Page for updates about
the school and upcoming events.
www.facebook.com/merbeinp10collegepar
entsclub

SCHOOL WEBSITE

Reminder that the newsletter is uploaded to
the school’s website each week merbeinp10.vic.edu.au.

SCHOOL BANK ACCOUNT DETAILS
BSB - 063 714
Bank Acc Number – 10060535
Account Name - Merbein P-10 College
Official Account.

UNIFORM SHOP

Open Tuesday 8.30 – 10.00am
Open Thursday 2.00 – 4.00pm
If these times do not suit, please ring the
school to make other arrangements.

STUDENT ABSENCES

If your child is away from school, please
send a note or email the following address:
Collihole.heather.h@edumail.vic.gov.au

NEWSLETTERS EMAILED
To have your newsletter emailed, please
email your address to
giddings.beth.l@edumail.vic.gov.au

STUDENT DENTAL SERVICE
13th St and Deakin Ave Mildura
Phone 50210944.

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
Mr Graeme Cupper

WELCOME TO 2015
I am happy to report that we’ve had a great start to the 2015
school year. It was especially impressive to see so many students
in their uniform. I believe this reflects pride in being a student at
Merbein P-10 College and demonstrates a healthy level of respect
for our values and expectations.
I would like to welcome both new and returning students and in
particular our new Preps and Year 7s. I wish them well for their
future education at Merbein P-10.
Today is especially significant for our new Preps as they now
commence their formal schooling. With some support from
parents, family members and our wonderful infant staff, the
children coped well.
Fortunately the weather will be relatively mild this week but it is
good to know that our reverse-cycle cooling will be ready for use
when the more extremely hot days inevitably return.
2015 PREPS PHOTO BELOW

STAFFING
On the staffing front, I would like to welcome Darin Lord who has returned to Merbein P-10 College. Darin will
be teaching a Grade 2-3 class.
Below is a summary of the Primary Classroom and Specialist teachers.
Grade
Staff
Support
Green Building
P/1 14/7 = 21
Wendy Finn/ Daniel Nemtsas
Cheryll Hodge
Green Building
P/1 13/7 = 20
Bek McClure/ Kelly Mangan
Green Building
1/2 11/12 = 23
Brioney Hall
Green Building
2/3 11/12 = 23
Betty Colbert/ Hayley Breewel Bev Field
Annmaree Simmons
Green Building
2/3 11/11 = 22
Darin Lord
Yellow Building 4 = 20
Tania Rivett
Kim Razis
Melissa Perry
Yellow Building 4 = 20
Josh Hudson/ Andrew Petrie
Yellow Building 5/6 = 25
Rebecca Ogden-Brunell
Yellow Building 5/6 = 25
Kerry Grimmer/ Rob Morgan
Reading Recovery/SELL/ Specialist Rebecca Holy (M,W)
Specialist
Jodie Atkinson (M,T)
Specialist
Hayley Breewel (M,T,W)
Specialist
Daniel Nemtsas
Specialist
Kelly Mangan (M,T,F)
Mr Rhodes has provided a list of Form Teachers for the Secondary section in his newsletter report.
PARENT- SCHOOL CONTACT
There is overwhelming evidence that when parents, teachers and students work collaboratively together,
student learning outcomes improve greatly. This is why Merbein P-10 College values the establishment of a
collaborative partnership between parents and teachers so that any issues that may be affecting your child’s
learning or well-being can be addressed promptly. As a general rule, your child’s Classroom Teacher or Form
Teacher is the preferred point of first contact should parents feel the need to discuss any issues.
We also have two teams of Learning Centre Leaders who will be responsible for both Teaching & Learning and
Student Wellbeing. They will also be available to work with students, parents and staff should the need arise.
The members of these leadership teams are:
Years P-7:
Wendy Finn; Rob Morgan; Daniel Nemtsas
Years 8-10:
Chris Bettison; Tim Dreyer; Liz Rankin.
More detailed information about their roles will be made available in the coming weeks.
BRING YOUR OWN DEVICE - BYOD
I would like to remind parents that we are introducing a “Bring Your Own Device” Program in 2015. This
means that students can bring their own approved digital device to use both at school and home.
Based on advice from our ICT team, the only categories approved for use in the 2015 ‘BYOD Program’ are iPad
Minis, iPad 2s (or later) or Netbooks/Laptops (Windows 7 minimum). We also support Apple Macbook
Laptops (OSX 10.8 or later). Other tablet platforms are not preferred for technical reasons.
If you decide to opt into this program, students with Apple Devices may be required to download apps
recommended by their teachers. This means that students will require their own iTunes Account. Legally,
students who are under the age of thirteen require parent permission to set up an iTunes Account. Parents
will therefore be asked to complete the Parent Approval Form if their child falls under the legal age and arrange
to return the signed form to the school so we have evidence that you have provided the necessary approval.
These forms will be available on our web page or from the school’s Main Office.
MERBEIN P-10 COLLEGE BREAKFAST PROGRAM
The program is being financially supported by the
Merbein & District Community Bank, the Lions Club
of Merbein, the Rotary Club of Merbein & the
Merbein Development Association as well as
Merbein Christian Fellowship Group & the Merbein
P-10 College Parents Club through volunteers. The
breakfast program is now being held in the
cafeteria - all students are welcome to come along
between 8.00am and 8.45am each morning if they
would like a FREE tasty breakfast to kick-start their
day’s learning

UNIFORM SHOP
The Uniform Shop is open on Tuesday from 8.3010.00am and Thursday from 2.00-400pm each week.
If these times do not suit, please ring the school to
make other arrangements.
SCHOOL BANK ACCOUNT DETAILS
BSB - 063 714
Bank Acc Number – 10060535
Account Name - Merbein P-10 College Official
Account.

MERBEIN P-10 SUNSMART POLICY
This policy applies to all school events on and off
site.
Purpose
This SunSmart policy provides guidelines to:
- Ensure all students and staff have some UV
exposure for vitamin D.
- Ensure all students and staff are well protected
from too much UV exposure by using a
combination of sun protection measures
whenever UV levels reach 3 and above.
- Ensure the outdoor environment is sun safe and
provides shade for students and staff.
- Ensure students are encouraged and supported
to develop independent sun protection skills.
- Support duty of care requirements
- Support appropriate OHS strategies to minimise
UV risk and associated harms for staff and
visitors
Background
A balance of ultraviolet radiation (UV) exposure is
important for health. Too much of the sun’s UV can
cause sunburn, skin and eye damage and skin
cancer. Exposure to the sun’s UV during childhood
and adolescence is associated with an increased
risk of skin cancer in later life. Too little UV from
the sun can lead to low vitamin D levels. Vitamin D
is essential for healthy bones and muscles, and for
general health.
Legislation and Standards
Occupational Health and Safety Act 2004
Education and Training Reform Act 2006: Sch.5
Reg. 1 (1.2)
Procedures
Staff and students are encouraged to access the
daily local sun protection times at sunsmart.com.au
or on the free SunSmart app to assist with the
implementation of this policy.
A combination of sun protection measures are used
for all outdoor activities from September to the end
of April and whenever UV levels reach 3 and above.
Healthy physical environment
1. Seek shade
A shade audit is conducted regularly to determine
the current availability and quality of shade.
The school council makes sure there is a sufficient
number of shelters and trees providing shade in the
school grounds particularly in areas where students
congregate e.g. lunch, canteen, outdoor lesson areas
and popular play areas.
The availability of shade is considered when
planning all other outdoor activities and excursions.
In consultation with the school council, shade
provision is considered in plans for future buildings
and grounds.
Students are encouraged to use available areas of
shade when outside.

Students who do not have appropriate hats or
outdoor clothing are asked to play or sit in the
shade or a suitable area protected from the sun.
Healthy social environment
2. Slip on sun protective clothing
Sun protective clothing is included in our school
uniform / dress code and sports uniform. School
clothing is cool, loose fitting and made of densely
woven fabric. It includes shirts with collars and
elbow length sleeves and longer style dresses and
shorts.
3. Slap on a hat
All Primary aged students and all staff are required
to wear hats that protect their face, neck and ears,
whenever they are outside.
4. Slop on sunscreen
All students must provide their own SPF 30+ or
higher broad spectrum, water resistant sunscreen.
AND
The school will have available SPF 30+ or higher
broad spectrum, water resistant sunscreen for staff
and student's use.
Sunscreen is applied at least 20 minutes (where
possible) before going outdoors and reapplied
every two hours if outdoors.
Strategies are in place to remind students to apply
sunscreen before going outdoors through reminder
notices.
With parental consent, students with naturally very
dark skin are not required to wear sunscreen to
help with vitamin D requirements.
5. Slide on sunglasses [if practical]
Where practical students and staff are encouraged
to wear close fitting, wrap-around sunglasses that
meet the Australian Standard 1067 (Sunglasses:
Category 2, 3 or 4) and cover as much of the eye
area as possible.
Learning and skills
Programs on skin cancer prevention and vitamin D
are included in the curriculum for all year levels.
Daily reminders are placed in the student bulletin
on days when the UV index is 3 or above
SunSmart behaviour is regularly reinforced and
promoted to the whole school community through
newsletters, school homepage, parent meetings,
staff meetings, school assemblies, student and
teacher activities and on student enrolment.
Engaging children, educators, staff and families
Staff and families are provided with information on
sun protection and vitamin D through family
newsletters, noticeboards and the service’s website.
As part of OHS UV risk controls and role-modelling,
when the UV is 3 and above staff, families and
visitors:
- wear a sun protective hat, covering clothing
and, if practical, sunglasses when outside
- apply sunscreen
- seek shade whenever possible

PARENTS’ CLUB ON FACEBOOK
Don’t forget Parents Club is now on Facebook. Keep
up to date with all your schools fundraising and
special events!!
www.facebook.com/merbeinp10collegeparentsclub
CANTEEN LIST
A Canteen Price List for the Secondary and one for
the Primary are both attached to today’s
newsletter. Updated Canteen Lists are on the
school website. The Primary Canteen List can also
be collected from the Green Building office.
CHANGES TO THE EDUCATION MAINTENANCE
ALLOWANCE
The final payment for the 2014 EMA was made in
August 2014.
From 1 January 2015, the government will provide
extra financial support directly to Victoria’s
neediest schools instead of providing the Education
Maintenance Allowance directly to parents.

Parents will not be able to apply for the
Education Maintenance Allowance in 2015.

The money will be allocated to eligible schools
through schools’ core operational funding
mechanism, with the neediest schools receiving the
most funding. Not all schools will be receiving
funding in 2015.
This change to how the money is distributed was
required by the funding agreement with
Commonwealth government to make sure Victorian
schools receive increased funding that will benefit
all students and in particular, those from schools
with concentrated disadvantage.
Eligible families will still be entitled to receive the
SchoolKids Bonus. Please read the information
below.
SCHOOLKIDS BONUS
The ‘Schoolkids’ Bonus is a Commonwealth
Government payment to assist eligible families with
education costs. The Bonus is automatically paid by
the Commonwealth Department of Human Services
in two instalments each year. Parents do not
need to make a claim for this payment.
To be eligible for the Schoolkids Bonus, the
parent/carer must:
 Receive Family Tax Benefit Part A for a
dependent child in primary or secondary
education.
 Have a primary or secondary student turning
19 years or younger in the calendar year, who
receives certain government payments.
 Satisfy an income test (applicable from 1
January 2015).
From 1 January 2015, eligible families will receive
the Schoolkids Bonus in:
 Two instalments of $211 for each child in
primary school - a total of $422 each year.
 Two instalments of $421 for each child in
secondary school - a total of $842 each year.

CONVEYANCE ALLOWANCE 2015
The Conveyance Allowance is a form of financial
assistance for parents/carers to transport their
children to and from school in rural and regional
Victoria.

To be eligible a student must:
 Attend their closest government school.
 Reside 4.8km or more by the shortest practicable
route from the school.
If your child lives more than 4.8km from the school
bus route they may be eligible for both car and bus
allowance.
If you have any questions about the
Conveyance Allowance or wish to collect a
Conveyance Allowance Application Form,
please ask at the school main office.

EMAIL ADDRESSES
The school prefers to send the weekly newsletter
and other important information home via email as
this is the most reliable method. Please send your
email address to:
giddings.beth.l@edumail.vic.gov.au asking for the
newsletter to be emailed to you.
Please note that those few students in Years 8/9/10 who still
require a hardcopy of the newsletter, will need to collect their
newsletter from the main office at the finish of their last class
at the end of the day each Thursday.
STUDENT RECORDS
Reminder that it is important to notify the school of
any changes to your child’s address, phone,
emergency phone numbers and medical records.

PRIMARY NEWS
PREP REST DAYS
Today was the first day of school for our 2015
Preps. Reminder that during the month of
February, the Prep students will have every
Wednesday off to rest.
WATER BOTTLES
Every student needs to bring along a plastic sport
bottle of water (not soft drink or cordial or fruit
drink, just water) to school every day to sit on their
desks during class. Studies have proven that the
brain does not function well if dehydrated. So it is
best practice to drink plenty of water throughout
the day.
NB: We have the refrigerated water fountain at
school where the children can refill their bottles
during the day.
BRAIN FOOD
Each child is encouraged to bring some ‘brain food’
to have around 10am every morning. Studies have
shown that small amounts of healthy food
continually throughout the day, helps with
concentration and energy. Examples are: dried
fruit, crackers, grapes, carrots, celery, cheese, plain
popcorn. No nuts please. (Not roll ups, or chips)

SEVERE FOOD ALLERGIES
There are students at the school with food
allergies. Please remind your child that their food is
not to be shared.
BLUE BOOK/LIBRARY BAGS
Reminder that all students will need a suitable
waterproof bag to put their library and reading
books in to take home. Blue book/library bags are
for sale at the school uniform shop. All Preps
received theirs today. They are to return their
diaries, books and bags every day after reading
their book at home.
JUNIOR LIBRARY NEWS
Welcome back to school. Reminder that
students need to have a library bag to
borrow books.
Please be aware also that there will be a fee for any
lost, overdue books that have been borrowed this
year. So please be diligent in having your child
return their library books every week (Books can
then be re-borrowed if they have not finished with
them).
HATS
Students are required to wear a hat for all outdoor
activities (NO caps).
HEADLICE
Headlice is always a problem in schools. Below is a
list of recommendations for parents to follow:
 Parents are asked to keep their child/ren’s hair
tied back neatly at all times.
 Parents are asked to check their child/ren’s hair
regularly.
 If Head Lice is detected on your child, prompt
notification to the principal is important and
will be kept confidential.
 If Head Lice is detected, please seek treatment
from your local chemist, doctor or the MRCC
Health Department.
 If you or the school detects headlice on your
child, it is necessary for your child to remain at
home until they have been treated and then
checked by you to make sure they are clear of
any headlice before they return to school.
These precautions will help the school to nip any
further infestations in the bud.
NAMING ARTICLES
Please remember it is very important to name all
your children’s property clearly, especially hats and
jumpers, bags and lunch containers.
LEVIES – PRIMARY PARENT PAYMENT 2015
Thank you to the parents who have paid their
levies. If you have not paid your levies, please call
into the school office and do so as soon as
possible. There is a form attached to today’s
newsletter.

MERBEIN P-10 COLLEGE OUTSIDE SCHOOL
HOURS CARE
Cheryll Hodge is our school’s OSHC coordinator and
can be contacted on 0428 258035 if you have any
queries.

SECONDARY NEWS
CONVEYANCE ALLOWANCE/BUS PASS
Students or parents need to collect a blue
application form from the school’s main office if
they wish to apply for the allowance in 2015.
FIRST DAY
A new school year has commenced this morning.
All students in the secondary section were
welcomed at a brief assembly followed by year level
assemblies where they completed their first hour at
school by organising their timetables, lockers and
books.
At the assembly a few important messages were
given.
1/School Wide Positive Behaviours
Our first focus for SWPBIS in 2015 will centre
around students being punctual with correct
equipment and completing good quality work
without unnecessary drawing on their own and
others equipment. Over the next two weeks all
students will be expected to attend all classes with
correct equipment and will be marked on a session
by session check sheet. Students that consistently
do the right thing will be acknowledged and
rewarded. The students that are not punctual or do
not bring equipment will have a graduated set of
actions designed to teach them about the
expectation.
Students will also have spot checks on their work
books which will be recorded. Students that are
respectful of their equipment will be rewarded and
those that aren’t will have graduated consequences
to help them learn about the importance of
respecting equipment.
2/Sun Smart
The Sun Smart Policy was explained to all our
students. The key point was the need to take
measures to protect themselves against over
exposure to the rays of the sun. At this time of the
year the UV levels are above safe levels between
9.30am and 5.20pm each day, whether the
temperature is hot or cool.
Please ensure you supply your child with
appropriate sunscreen that they can safely lock in
their lockers.
The policy has been added earlier in the newsletter
for all families to read.

3/Uniform
It was fantastic to see almost all students in correct
uniform. It is expected that all students wear the
full school uniform every day. It is important to
note that the black shorts or long casual pants are
uniform, BUT leggings ARE NOT uniform and are
not to be worn at school unless students are
changing for sports/PE classes, then changing out
of them after these classes.
4/Form Teachers and Learning Centre Leaders
Below is a list of Form Teachers and Learning
Centre Leaders. Your child’s Form Teachers and
Learning Centre Leaders are both important points
of contact at school. If you wish to contact directly
please forward your email address to the school’s
email address addressed to these teachers who will
then forward the email onto your child’s class
teacher if required.
Form Teachers are listed below:
8A
Mr Johnson
8B
Ms Williams
8C
Mr Willison
9A
Mr Petrie
9B
Mr Ebbels
9C
Mr Blackie
9D
Mrs Byrne /Mrs
Brown
9E
Mrs McPhee / Mrs
Aarons
10A Mr Hankinson
10B Mrs Dawson
10C Mr Voege
10D Mr Watson
Liz Rankin, Tim Dreyer and Chris Bettison are the
Learning Centre Leaders for the Year 8-10 students
Mr Morgan is the Learning Centre Leader for the 47 area
7A
Mr Arney
7B
Ms Donnelly
7C
Ms Hibberd
7D
Mr Hill

COMMUNITY NEWS
GIRL GUIDES
Have vacancies for girls aged 5–18 years.
Activities are designed to meet personal
challenges, to learn team building and leadership
skills and to make new friends.
For more information of units in your area
contact District Manager - Vivien Hunt 5023 6135.
LAWN BOWLS AND TENNIS
Mallee Sports Assembly Lawn Bowls and Tennis
will be re-commencing next week.
·
Tennis will start 4th February at 6pm. Cost $6
per person, if not a member of Mildura Lawn
Tennis Club.
·
Access for Lawn Bowls on 10th February at
6pm. Please note the change of date. The program
will still go for 8 weeks. There is no charge for the
Lawn Bowls program.
If you would like to register for either of these two
sports, please contact Tanya Wild 0417 925 539.
TONY ATTWOOD AUTISM AND ASPERGER’S
PRESENTATION
13th February – Managing Feelings and Cognitive
Abilities. 14th February – Adolescents and
Behaviour Management.
Held at the Mildura Arts Centre both days from
9am-4pm. Cost $35 per day including lunch.
Tickets available from
www.milduraartscentre.com.au. For more
information call LMML on 50238633.
MERBEIN & DISTRICT COMMUNITY BANK 97.9
SUN FM NORTHERN MALLEE SPORTS STAR
AWARDS
An invitation is extended to anyone interested in
attending on Friday 13th February at 6.30pm. To be
held at the Mildura Club Da Vinci, Deakin Avenue,
Mildura. Formal Dress. Drinks at bar prices. Tickets
include a 2 course meal at $55 per person, children
under 12 $27.50. Tickets can be purchased from
Mallee Sports Assembly. Please reply by tomorrow,
30th January if possible. Contact MSA on 50213464
for more information.
MERBEIN FOOTBALL AND NETBALL
REGISTRATION DAY
Held at the Club Social Rooms, Kenny Park on 16th
and 24th February from 5.00 – 6pm.
The Auskick program is to be completed online via
website http://aflauskick.com.au/register/.
For further information please contact:
Football:
Graeme Dunne (President) 0407 325 751
Geoff Stevens (President) 0407 502 465
Auskick: Brad Martin 0418 136 432
Netball: Sue Mulder 0403 316 782

SECONDARY CANTEEN PRICE LIST 2015

PRIMARY CANTEEN PRICE LIST 2015

