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The past week has been very busy with various  
End-Of-Year College Functions  
being held including: 
 

YEAR 10 GRADUATION BALL REPORT (Club Da Vinci) 
The 2015 Year 10 students donned formal dress  
last Friday night to celebrate the completion of  
their first four years of secondary education at  
Merbein P-10 College.   They were presented with  
their Graduation Certificates as their proud parents  
and staff looked on.  I would like to thank Tim Dreyer, Liz Rankin, Chris 
Bettison and supporting staff for their thorough planning and 
preparation.  Photo above. 
 

PREP ORIENTATION REPORT  
Our 2015 Preps completed their final Transition Activity Day on 
Tuesday this week and are now ready for when they officially commence 
their school journey next year.  Thanks to Mrs Finn and the Infant Staff 
for ensuring the Prep Transition Program has run so smoothly.   
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DATES TO REMEMBER 
DECEMBER 
10th Thursday 
Awards Night (Primary & Secondary) 
11th Friday 

Grade Prep & 6 Graduation 

Ceremony 9.30am 

14th Monday 
Grade 6 Celebration Dinner – Pizza 
Café  
16th Wednesday 
-Secondary Summer Program 
-Primary Class Parties 
17th Thursday 
Primary Pool Day Excursion 
18th Friday 
Last Day of School – Clean-Up Day 
Earlier Dismissal Time of 2.30pm. 

NO OSCH on this day. 

JANUARY 2016 
27th Wednesday 
Book Collection day 8.30-4.30 
28th Thursday 
First day of Term 1 for students 
FEBRUARY 2016 
15th – 19th 
Gr P-6 Stomp Dance Lessons 
 

PRINCIPAL’S 
REPORT 
Mr Graeme Cupper 
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MERBEIN CAROLS BY CANDLELIGHT PERFORMANCE REPORT  
Merbein P-10 College was again well-represented by our primary children who participated in the Carols by 
Candlelight held at Kenny Park last Friday night.   Thank you to the students who performed, to the parents 
who attended and to the staff members who assisted on the night.   A special thanks to Mrs Jodie Atkinson for 
her enthusiastic support in preparing our singers for their community performance.  
YEAR 7 ORIENTATION DAYS REPORT  
The Year 7 Orientation Days for Grade 6 students was held here at the college this week.   Merbein P-10 Grade 6 
students were joined by Grade 6 students from the local district schools to spend two days together making 
new friends in preparation for their transition into Year 7 in 2016.   
The students were allocated their 2016 Home Groups and enjoyed the opportunity, getting to know each other 
and some of their future teachers.  Thank you to Mr Rob Morgan for his planning and preparation and to the 
secondary volunteer students who helped out by being mentors and guides.  Thanks also to the many staff who 
supported and participated in the program.  Thank you also to Mr Hudson, our music students and the 
Instrumental Teachers who ran a music session on Tuesday afternoon. 
AWARDS PRESENTATION EVENING - TONIGHT 
Tonight from 6.30-8.30pm, the Merbein P-10 College Awards Evening will be held in the College Activity 
Centre, where awards will be given for both the primary and secondary sections.  Many deserving students will 
be acknowledged for their excellent work by being presented with certificates, awards and prizes.    
LAST DAY OF SCHOOL 
The last day of school will be next Friday, 18th December.   As this will be a tidying and clean-up day students 
are strongly encouraged to bring some old clothes and gloves. 
Clean-up activities will finish at 1.30pm at which time the lunch break will start.  Parents are welcome to collect 
their children from 1.30pm onwards.   School officially closes at 2.30 pm. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

SECONDARY DECEMBER STUDENT OF THE 
MONTH AWARD WINNERS 
The Secondary December Student of the Month 
Award Winners were presented with their awards 
at last Friday’s Special Assembly.  Congratulations 
and well done to the following award winners. 
10A Kiara Brown 10A Caitlin Chase 
10B Allira Gray 10C Lachlan Brown 
10C Laicy Rogerson 10D Keisha Ilsley 
9A Hannah 

Nicholson 

9B Logan Dunne 

9C Hayley Thomas 9D Jordan Kerr 
9E Chase Carter   
8A Jasmine Matotek 8A Jasmine Versteeg 
8B Samuel 

Crettenden 

8C Corey Sleep 

7A Reuben Johnson 7B Sasha Kirby 
7B Jessica Pratt 7C Olivia Hopfner 
7D Mele Miki   

 

UPDATED UNIFORM PRICE LIST  
An updated Uniform Price List for both Senior and 
Junior sections of the school has been added to the 
end of this newsletter. 

NEW 2016 SPORT TEAM LEADERS 
Congratulations to the new Sport Team Leaders for 
2016.  The presentation was held at last Friday’s 
Secondary Assembly.  Photo below. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

UNIFORM  SHOP – HOLIDAY OPENING HOURS  
The Uniform Shop will be open on the following 
days during the January holidays. 
Tuesday, 19th January from 9.00am–1.00pm. 
Thursday, 21st January 1.00pm–6.00pm. 
Wednesday, 27th January – 8.30am–4.30pm.  

 
 



 
 

 

YEAR 7 UNIFORM PACKAGE INITIATIVE 2016 
A STATE SCHOOL’S RELIEF PROGRAM 
Every Year 7 government school student enrolled in 
2016 who is a recipient of the Camps, Sports and 
Excursion Fund (CSEF) automatically qualifies for a 
free uniform pack to the approximate value of $225. 

The 2015 CSEF recipients can apply for a 

pack from 1st December 2015 from the 

school office. 

Included in the Uniform Pack are basic items. 

Jumper x 1, PE shirt x 1, PE shorts x 1.  

For girls a dress (or shorts or trousers) x 1 

and a shirt x 1 (long or short sleeve).   

For boys a shirt x 1 (long or short sleeve) 

and shorts or trousers x 1.  

When a family application has been approved a 
voucher will be sent to the school and then given to 
the family.  The voucher is valid for 75 days only. 
Parents who missed this year’s CSEF applications or 
were ineligible in 2015, can apply in 2016.  
Notification about applications will be advertised 
very early next year via the school newsletters. 
For more information about the CSEF Application 
visit www.education.vic.gov.au/csef. 
    
MERBEIN P-10 COLLEGE BREAKFAST PROGRAM 
The Breakfast Program is being financially 
supported by the Merbein & District Community 
Bank & Merbein Development Association.  The 
following organisations also provide volunteers to 
assist with the program; Merbein P10 College 
Parents’ Club, the Board & Staff of the Merbein & 
District Community Bank, Merbein Development 
Association, Merbein Lions Club and Merbein 
Rotary.  If you are able to volunteer to help in the 
Breakfast Program, please contact Haley at the 
Merbein & District Community Bank.  The Breakfast 
Program is held in the school cafeteria.  All students 
are welcome to come along between 8.00am and 
8.45am each morning if they would like a FREE 
tasty breakfast to kick-start their day’s learning. 
FAREWELL LETTER FROM MR DANIEL NEMTSAS 
Dear Parents and Families 
After working in the Merbein Community as a 
Principal and Teacher for the last fifteen years I am 
letting you know this is my last year with you.  Next 
year I will be the Principal at Cohuna Consolidated 
School.  It is with a sadness I leave this beautiful 
school and community as I pursue my career in 
Education.  From the early days at Merbein South 
and the leading of Merbein Primary I have always 
seen the great possibilities which could be achieved 
by our children and have been. Thank you to all 
those who have supported me and have become 
friends over this time.  I wish you all the best in the 
future. 
Yours faithfully  
Daniel Nemtsas 
 

UP COMING EVENTS 

Dec 10th Awards Evening (Primary & 
Secondary) 

Dec 11th Prep and Yr 6 Official Ceremony 
Dec 16th Secondary Summer Program 
Dec 18th Clean Up Day - Last Day of school 
 

CHRISTMAS RAFFLE REPORT 
The Christmas Raffle was drawn yesterday.  
Thankyou to the families who supported this 
fundraiser and congratulations to the following 
prise winners. 
 

1st Gary Cramp 10th Raymond Edwards 
 

2nd Don Voege 11th Natalie Thomas 
3rd Adrian Allan 12th Judy Bryce 
4th Sharla Arnold 13th Vandermerwe 

Family 
5th Clayton Mark 

Hosking 
14th Cheryll 

6th Pome 15th Mackenzie 
7th Eleanor 16th Cooper Dodds 
8th Francine Williams 17th Rebecca Wickham 
9th Faux Family   
 
 

PRIMARY NEWS 
 

 

PREP PRACTICE REPORT – Mrs Finn 
The Prep Transition Program, a series of five 
sessions with our incoming 2016 Preps was very 
successful. They survived the heat of the last day 
and are now familiar with the routines, activities, 
buddies, teachers and students. 
CLASS PARTIES  
Class Parties will be held before lunch next week on 
Wednesday, 16th December.  This will be the 
students’ lunch. 
The Grade 2-3 students have elected to bring 
specific food for their party.  A note has been sent 
home with these students.   
The Grade P-2 boys are asked to bring a plate of 
savoury food to share and the Grade P-2 girls are 
bring a plate of sweets to share.  
We do not have food heating facilities available, so 
please think creatively.  
KRIS KRINGLE  
Students can participate in a Kris Kringle gift giving 
activity next Wednesday as well.  A note was sent 
home last week regarding a $5.00 limit on a unisex 
present.  
MERBEIN LIBRARY  
A list of Library Holiday Activity Days and times is 
posted in the Community section of this newsletter.  
We encourage families to use their facilities and 
enjoy the activities over the holidays with your 
children so that they can continue to read and enjoy 
books. 
 



 
 

 

PREP AND GRADE 6 GRADUATION CEREMONY 
ASSEMBLY - TOMORROW  
The Assembly will be held at 9.30am tomorrow 
morning, Friday 11th December in the College Gym. 
All Prep students will be presented with a book, 
kindly donated by Hammerton’s the Jewellers to 
celebrate the completion of their first year of school 
and we will also be celebrating the completion of 
the Grade 6 students’ Primary School Education.  
The December Student of the Month Awards will be 
presented at this assembly. 
All parents are invited to morning tea in the Orange 
Building at the conclusion of the ceremonies about 
10.30. Our FLO students will be making coffee for 
parents.  
LAST WEEK’S GREEN BUILDING WEEKLY 
AWARD WINNERS 
Congratulations to the following Grade P-3 Award 
Winners.  Kaitlin Sheather, Louca Peterson, Jessie 
Price, Jasper Dwyer, Megan Young, Keigan Pope, 
Maddie Carter, Sebastian Pope, Nate Leggett, Sarnie 
Cramp, Liam Hansford, Oscar Vidler, Miles 
Fetherston, Oliver Hutchings and Amber Hancock.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MERBEIN COMMUNITY BANK SCHOOL STUDENT 
BANKING PROGRAM 
If you wish your child to participate in this 
program, send your child’s bank book along to the 
Green Building Office every Thursday morning. The 
Bank will collect and process your child’s banking 
and then drop the bank book back to the school 
before the end of the school day.   
MERBEIN P-10 COLLEGE OUTSIDE SCHOOL  
HOURS CARE  
Cheryll Hodge is our school’s OSHC coordinator and 
can be contacted on 0428 258035 if you have any 
queries.   
If your child is attending OSCH on Thursday, 

17
th

 December, please check that you have 

notified the school main office so that 

transport back to the school from the pool 

at the end of the day can be arranged.   

There will be no OSHC on the last day of 

term, Friday 18
th

 December. 
 
 
 

MISSING SCHOOL BOOKS 
We are very happy to say that many of our missing 
books have been returned over the last couple of 
weeks.  A huge thank you to those families.  Please 
continue to check at home for missing take-home 
reading books and library books over the remaining 
days in this term and return any found books as 
soon as possible.   

GUITAR LESSONS 2016 
Expressions of Interest are requested for the  
2016 Guitar Program (Primary Grades 1-6 only).  
To register your interest, please collect an 
‘Expression of Interest’ form from the main  
office.  Alternatively you can call or text the Guitar 
Teacher, Iwan Soebardi directly by phone 04189 
19220 or email iwansoebardi@gmail.com. 
DRUM LESSONS - EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST 
Expressions of Interest are being sought for any 
students interested in Drum Lessons.   
This year Luke McCarthy has had a very successful 
time teaching students here at the school.  He is 
looking to continue in 2016 and is seeking 
interest.  He is contactable on 0417 897 906 for 
more information. 
VICTORIA POLICE COLOURING-IN COMPETITION  
Visit the Victoria Police Kids website to download a 
Colour-in Sheet to enter.  There are three Colour-in 
Sheets to choose from (a police dog, horse and 
officers).  
The entries will be judged in three age categories. 
Ages 2-4 years, 5-7 years and 8+ years.  The 
winning entries from each age category will be 
selected and join the CCP on a visit to the new 
Attwood Facility in February next year to meet the 
Dog Squad and Mounted Branch. 
The competition is open to all residents of 
Victoria.  Entries close 8th January, 2016. 
 

SECONDARY NEWS 
 

SECONDARY STUDENT END OF YEAR REPORTS 
All Secondary Student Reports will be distributed 
on Wednesday, 16th December.   
ANNUAL  AWARDS EVENING  
The Annual Awards Evening will be held TONIGHT 
Thursday, 10th December from 6.30-8.30pm.  This 
year the Primary and Secondary Awards will be 
presented at the one ceremony.  The families of 
students who have been successful in winning an 
award were contacted by letter or phone and 

invited to attend the Awards Evening.  Students 

receiving an award are asked to attend in 

full school uniform.   
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SECONDARY END OF YEAR PROGRAM 
All secondary students will have regular classes 
with their teachers up until Tuesday, 15th 
December.  The following three days they will 
participate in a Summer Program designed around 
safety in the outdoors and during physical activity.   
ORIENTATION DAYS REPORT – Mr Rob Morgan 
On Tuesday and Wednesday, seventy eight very 
excited and nervous Grade 6 students took part in 
two days of orientation at Merbein P-10 College. 
The Grade 6 students came from a range of primary 
schools around the district such as St Paul’s, Our 
Lady’s Merbein, Mildura West, Mildura South, The 
Lake, Ranfurly, Koorlong and of course Merbein P-
10. The students were placed into their four Form 
Groups where they met their Form Teachers: Mr 
Arney, Mr Petrie, Ms Williams and Ms Hibberd. 
Over the two days the students had a taste of most 
of the subjects they will have next year and worked 
with many of the teachers.  
A big thank you to the current Year 7 student 
helpers who assisted and supported the Grade 6 
students with finding their next classroom and how 
to order lunch at the Canteen.  They also built 
friendships within the Grade 6 group and were 
there for the Grade 6 students to talk to. They were 
awesome assistants!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
YEAR 10 GRADUATION NIGHT REPORT – Mr 
Dreyer 
Last Friday we recognised the hard work of our 
2015 Year 10 students with a Graduation Ceremony 
held at Club Da Vinci.  
A great night was had by all, as students were 
presented with their Year 10 certificates and had 
the opportunity to share a meal with their friends, 
parents and teachers to celebrate.  We were treated 
to excellent musical items from our very talented 
students and the year group moved beautifully as 
one during their dance pieces. A big thankyou to all 
who helped out and to our Year 10s who have 
enjoyed four great years at Merbein P-10.  All 
photos from the night are available in the Gallery on 
the school website.  
YEAR 10 ASSEMBLY REPORT 
Last week a most successful series of activities was 
held to celebrate the achievements and 
contributions of our exiting Year 10 students. 
The farewell assembly on Friday morning was a 
stand-out, highlighted by impressive speeches and 
musical performances from several Year 10 
students.  
BOOKLISTS/ELECTIVES 
All students in Year 7-9 have been given a booklist 
for 2016 that has their selected electives included.  
If parents have any questions about this process, 
please contact the general office.  If you have 
questions about electives please contact Greg 
Rhodes. 
Booklists must be returned to the office no later 
than TOMORROW, Friday 11th December.  If 

Booklists are not returned to the school by 

tomorrow, parents will have to take them 

directly to Collins Book Store in Mildura to 

complete individual orders. 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

BE SUNSMART 
The UV levels in this area are regularly above safe 
levels during Term 1 and 4.  It is a policy in our 
school that students are to protect themselves if 
they are expecting to be exposed to direct sunlight 
for more than fifteen minutes on days when the UV 
rating is above safe levels.  Their personal 
protection can be in the form of clothing and 
sunscreen.  We encourage students to apply 
sunscreen at home at the beginning of the day.  If 
they need to top up their application they can bring 
sunscreen to school and lock it securely in their 
school provided locker.  The policy also states that 
students should avoid prolonged exposure to UV 
radiation when possible.  The school encourages 
students to stay out of direct sunlight by opening 
the air-conditioned buildings for students to use at 
lunchtimes on days of extreme heat. 
PYGMALION PERFORMANCE REPORT 
Pygmalion was a terrific performance by our 
College last Thursday night.  Well done and 
congratulations to Mrs McPhee and her Year 10 
students.  
 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
 

MRCC SCHOOL HOLIDAY ACTIVITIES FOR 
YOUNG PEOPLE AGED 12 to 16 YEARS 

 11 January $15 Putt Putt  & Aqua Coaster 
12 January $15 Laserforce        
13 January Free Mildura Waves 
14 January $15 Movies & Pizza 
15 January $15 House of Bounce 
18 January $15 Cupcakes & Nail Art     
19 January  $15            
 

Inflatable World @                         
Lifestyle Plus 

20 January $15 Lawn Bowls &  Ten Pin 
Bowling 

21 January Free Merbein Pool 
22 January Free Freestyle Art 
Don’t miss out.  Registration is essential.  Closing 
date will be Tuesday, 22nd December, 2015 at 5pm.   
Registration forms are available by contacting 
youthservices@mildura.vic.gov.au  or 
www.mildura.vic.gov.au/youth 
For further information contact Mildura Rural City 
Council Youth Services on 5018 8280. 
HEADSPACE MILDURA 
Sexual Health Month, an important issue for young 
people.  Check it out on Facebook.  Headspace 
closes from 24th December to 4th January.  
Headspace buildings can be found at 2/215 Pine 
Ave Mildura.  Phone  50212400 for more 
information. 
 
 

2016 BENDIGO AND ADELAIDE BANK 
SCHOLARSHIPS FOR RURAL AND REGIONAL 
STUDENTS 
To be eligible, the following criteria must be met.   
- Australian citizen or permanent resident from a 

rural or regional location.   
- First year undergraduate in 2016.   
- Studying full-time in 2016 in an approved 

Australian course.   
- Graduated from Secondary School in either 

2015 or in 2014.   
- Able to demonstrate the economic or social 

disadvantage hindering further study.   
- Outstanding academic achievement and 

community involvement. 
Applications open 1st December 2015 and close 25th 
January 2016.  Visit 
bendiogbank.com.au/scholarships for more 
information or contact Community Enterprise 
Foundation on 1300304541. 
LEGO CLUB  
This Saturday is the last Lego Club for 2015.  To be 
held 10:30-11:30am, 110 Pine Ave Mildura. 
Thanks to all those who have participated in Lego 
Club this year.  Lego Club will be back next year 
starting after school goes back. 
WEP – WORLD EDUCATION PROGRAM 
AUSTRALIA 
WEP is looking for volunteer host families to 
welcome exchange students arriving soon. Go 
online to see student profiles r contact WEP as soon 
as possible info@wep.org.au wep.org.au/hosting 
1300884733. 
LIBRARY SCHOOL HOLIDAY PROGRAM 
Merbein Library – 0350188361 
12th January at 11am Wild Animal Masks 
13th January at 11am Lego Fun (Free session) 
14th January at 11am Milk Jug Monsters 
19th January at 11am Boats 
20th January at 11am Lego Fun (Free session) 
21st January at 11am Lucky Ducks 
Mildura Library – 0350188350 
12th January at 10.30am Hat-tastic 
                                2.30pm Monster Float 
13th January at 2.30pm Lego Fun (Free session) 
14th January at 10.30am Star Wars Cushion Cover 
                                2.30pm Elsa 
19th January at 10.30am Elsa 
                                2.30pm Star Wars Cushion Cover 
21st January at 10.30am Monster Float 
                               2.30pm Hat-tastic 
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