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APRIL
30th Monday

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT

-Dental Van visits begin
-Sec LMR Golf I/S Boys Soccer

MAY
4th Friday
-School Cross Country Event
-Sec I/S Girls Soccer
-Mothers Day Stall

9th Wednesday
Open Night 5-7pm

10th Monday
Sec LMR
Baseball/Tennis/V/Ball/Softball

15th – 17th
NAPLAN

16th Wednesday
Reading Rocks – P-1 parents, 6-7pm

20th Sunday
Walk Wentworth Sing Concert 5pm

22nd Tuesday
Yr 10 Immunisations

28th – 1st
Year 9 Camp

28th Monday
LMR Girls Soccer + INT Boys

JUNE
4th Monday
Sec I/S Netball

6th Wednesday
Pri Circus of Life

11th Monday
Queens Birthday Public Holiday

14th Thursday
Sec I/S Hockey

29th Friday
Last day of Term 2

AUGUST
7th-10th
Yr 7 Adventure Camp

2018 TERM DATES
Term 3: 16/7/18 – 21/9/18
Term 4: 08/10/18 – 21/12/18

STUDENT DENTAL SERVICE

Mr Graeme Cupper

SCHOOL ANZAC COMMEMORATION REPORT
On Tuesday, 24th April Merbein P-10 College conducted a special assembly to
commemorate ANZAC Day. I would like to thank representatives from the
RSL, Mr Rob Lauder and Mr Rob Vigar, who led the formal section of the
service.
Once again, Mr Terry McGowan capably performed the Bugler duties. I
would like to thank four of our students Lizzy Smallbon, Bailey Woodberry,
Oscar Ferry and Nathan Milner who performed a ceremonial role in their
Mildura Cadets uniform.
Our school believes it is important that our students, as young Australians,
are given the opportunity to learn about a significant part of our nation’s
history and to be appreciative that we live in a country where respect and
inclusion are highly valued by the vast majority of Australians.
I would also like to thank Mr Rhodes for coordinating this important event,
and congratulate all our students for the respectful attention they displayed
throughout the ceremony.

2018 MERBEIN RSL ANZAC MARCH REPORT
It was inspiring to see such a large contingent of Merbein P-10 students, staff and parents participate in the 2018
Merbein Anzac Service on Wednesday, 25th April. Students from Prep through to Year 10 marched from the
Merbein RSL to the Kenny Park Gates to participate in a wreath-laying ceremony, followed by the Anzac Service at
the Rotunda.

DOCTORS IN SCHOOLS UPDATE
I would like to remind parents and students that after a couple of technical glitches in the first week, the Doctors in
Schools Service is now functioning well and available to secondary students.
Dr Phillis Jebron and Gayle Baker (Practice Nurse) from the Merbein Family Medical Practice are in attendance in the
GPs-in-School Consulting Portable every Tuesday from 10am-3pm.
Information about making appointments was sent to parents and students at the end of Term 1. This advice is also
available on the school’s website and Facebook Page.

OPEN NIGHT – G. Rhodes

STUDENT ATTITUDE TO SCHOOL SURVEYS – G.

On Wednesday 9th May from 5-7pm the school will
hold an ‘Open Night’ for prospective families from
both Primary and Secondary to look over our school
facilities and receive information about what our
school has to offer. There will be a formal briefing for
prospective secondary families at 6pm on this day in
the activity centre.
We are asking for student volunteers to help with
activities on the night. Permission notes will go home
with those students who have volunteered.

Rhodes
These surveys are completed annually by all students
in schools throughout Victoria. The results are
tabulated and then compared with results from all the
other schools in the state.
These surveys will be completed in the school over
the next five weeks. Year 7-10 students will complete
them next week and the following week, while the
Grade 5-6 students will complete them in the week
beginning Monday 28th May.
The surveys take approximately half an hour to
complete. They provide useful information about
how our students feel about their school.

SCHOOL CROSS COUNTRY EVENT – G. Rhodes
Our Whole School Cross Country Event will be held
next Friday 4th May.
Most of our primary students will be walking across to
Chaffey Park at 11.40am and will begin their run on a
course around the park at 12pm. They will then have
a Sausage Sizzle and drink provided by the Merbein
Lions Club at 12.30pm.
Our secondary girls and some of our senior primary
girls will be running a 3 km course along the river
tracks beginning at 1pm. The secondary boys and
some senior primary boys will be running the same
course starting at 1.15pm. All the races will conclude
at Chaffey Park where they will then have their
sausage sizzle and drinks provided by the Merbein
Lions Club.
Presentations will be made back at the school near
the Yellow Building at 2.55pm.
All parents are welcome to come to the finish area
and the presentation of trophies.
ANZAC DAY REPORT – G. Rhodes
On Tuesday, 24th April our school held an ANZAC
Commemoration in our College Gymnasium.
Members of the Merbein RSL conducted the
commemoration and some of our students who serve
as Army, Naval and Air Force cadets marched into the
Gym where they then guarded our cenotaph during
the service. The service was short but moving. Our
guests commented on the high level of respect and
manners displayed by our students during and after
the service.
Yesterday over seventy students and their families
attended the Merbein ANZAC March and Ceremony,
which commenced just after 9am and concluded
around 10.30am at the rotunda in Kenny Park. I want
to thank the families who attended this
commemoration as they represented our school and
themselves in a very positive way.
INTERSCHOOL CHESS REPORT – K. Fetherston
What a successful day!! Our players at the Interschool
Chess did really well. Their behaviour was excellent,
they played strongly and showed that Merbein kids
can really hold their own in a game of chess!!
Our Primary team finished 2nd against Mildura South
Primary, with Hayden Gardiner winning six games (out
of a possible seven points) to place equal 3rd overall.
Our Middle Years team (Year 7-9) finished 4th, with
Vincent Martin accruing 4 1/2 points and receiving a
medal for the most improved.
We only had two players from Year 10 competing in
the Open Secondary against Year 10-12 players, which
meant that they were not eligible for a team place,
but they played well with Zane Kirkpatrick earning 3
1/2 points.
Thanks for a wonderful day. It was a pleasure to take
these lovely kids! Photo and results follow.

ADVERTISING OPPORTUNITY IN SCHOOL
NEWSLETTER - 2018
We are offering local businesses the opportunity to
advertise in our weekly newsletter commencing in
2018. Our newsletter goes out to over 400 families as
well as a number of community organisations. We
have 10 business card size advertising spaces available
on the back page and the cost is $200.00 for the year.
If you wish to take up this advertising opportunity,
please email your expression of interest to
merbein.p10@edumail.vic.gov.au.

PREMIER’S READING CHALLENGE

BREAKFAST PROGRAM

This program is designed to encourage kids to read
more books. Reading helps students develop their
academic, social and emotional skills.
For children who are not yet at school, parents are
invited to read 40 books to their child.
Students in Years P-2 are encouraged to read 30
books.
Students in Years 3 to 10 are encouraged to read 15
books.
For completing the challenge, students will receive a
Certificate and have their names included on an
online Honour Roll.
For more information and to register, visit
www.education.vic.gov.au/prc. At this site, you will
find the dates, guidelines and frequently asked
questions as well as the Challenge Booklist for all the
age groups. You can also visit the Facebook Page at
www.facebook.com.au/VicPRC.

The Merbein & District Community Bank & Merbein
Development Association are financially supporting
the Breakfast Program. Foodbank Victoria also
supports the breakfast program with donations of
food. The following organisations also provide
volunteers to assist with the program; Merbein P10
College Parents’ Club, the Board & Staff of the
Merbein & District Community Bank, Merbein
Development Association, Merbein Lions Club,
Merbein Uniting Church and Merbein Rotary. The
Breakfast Program is held in the school cafeteria. All
students are welcome to come along between 8.00am
and 8.45am each morning if they would like a FREE
tasty breakfast to kick-start their days learning.

PLAY GROUP - TOTAL LEARNING CENTRE (TLC)

volunteers will need a Working with Children’s Check.

A free Playgroup for children ages 0-5 and their
parent/carer is held at the Merbein P-10 College.
Come and check out our fantastic new space! Held
every Thursday from 1-2:30pm during the school
terms. For more information phone 0437 077 689.

If you have time to volunteer for this
community service from 8-8.45am on school
days, please contact the school, we would
love to hear from you. Please note that

STUDENT ABSENCES
If your child is away from school, please notify the
school by one of the following methods: log into the
Compass parent portal, phone the school, send a note
or email the following address:
Collihole.heather.h@edumail.vic.gov.au

SCHOOL BANK ACCOUNT DETAILS
BSB - 063 714
Bank Acc Number – 10060535
Account Name - Merbein P-10 College Official
Account.

UNIFORM SHOP
School uniforms, can be purchased from the school’s
main office between the hours of 8.45am and 4pm
during the school week. If these hours are
inconvenient for you, please ring the school to make
an alternate arrangement.
PARENTS/GUARDIANS/CAREGIVERS – K.
Fetherston
We currently have a very small group of parents who
organise extra events around the school for students,
that include the Mother’s and Father’s Day Stalls,
drinks at the Cross Country and general fundraising.
We would love to hear from anyone who would like to
help us plan and run these events. Our little group of
parents don’t have meetings, but we do connect via a
Facebook group. If you are interested in joining our
discussions, either comment on this post, which has
also been posted on the school’s Facebook Page, or
send a quick email to me
Fetherston.kyra.j@edumail.vic.gov.au .

PRIMARY NEWS
DENTAL VAN – W. Finn
The Dental Van will be at the school all next week. All
parents/carers who have returned their forms should
have had notification. Please contact the school if you
have any questions.
CROSS COUNTRY – W. Finn
The school Cross Country will be held next Friday 4th
May. Students are encouraged to wear colours of
their House Teams on the day.
OPEN NIGHT – W. Finn
All families are welcome to come along and tour the
school’s buildings and receive information about what
our school has to offer at our ‘Open Night’ which will
be held on Wednesday 9th May from 5-7pm. We
especially welcome prospective new families to the
school, families with children eligible for enrolment in
Prep and Year 7 in 2019.

WENTWORTH SING COMMUNITY MUSIC
PROJECT WORKSHOP REPORT – W. Finn
Jane and James ran a workshop for Merbein P-10
primary students this week. They were terrific! They
taught the Grade 2-6 students three songs that they
will continue to practise.
Merbein P-10 students are invited to be part
of the community performance at
Wentworth Town Hall at 5pm on Sunday
20th May. This is a fun informal opportunity
to be part of a fantastic musical experience
singing alongside kids from other schools
and adults from community choirs. Please
make the time to bring your child along!

Musicians James Rigby and Jane Thompson will be a
part of the Walk Wentworth Sing community music
project.
They will be leading inspirational free community and
schools music workshops in the lead up to the Big Sing
community performance at the 2018 5th Annual Walk
Wentworth Sing on Sunday 20th May.
The students will continue to work on the new songs
to prepare for the community performance. All
Jane and James are sought after Australia-wide for
their warm, inviting style and exceptional skills in
getting a group of people singing, playing, laughing
and making gorgeous harmonies in minutes. Jane &
James regularly lead festival choirs and workshops all
over the country, and in 2014 were invited to be
Artistic Directors of the Boite Millennium Chorus
‘Gurrong’, featuring Archie Roach and Shane Howard,
which attracted a choir of 400 singers.
We are really looking forward to this wonderful
workshop and hope to see you at the Walk
Wentworth Sing concert on Sunday 20th May at 5pm.
Stay tuned for further information closer to the date!

GRADE 4-6 NEWS – K. Grimmer
Today the Grade 4-6 students participated in their
first ‘BIG Write’ for 2018. The topic for the persuasive
writing essay was “Which would be the best place to
live? A tree house or a castle?” The students were
required to write for 45 minutes and use the
persuasive structure and devices they had been
learning in their literacy groups. Tomorrow everyone
will participate in “Breakdown Buddies” to celebrate
the successes they had with their writing and look for
ways to further improve their work.

LEADERS OF EVOLUTION – D. Lord

HATS – W. Finn

The Year 6 students working with Mr. Lord have
started a year-long program exploring leadership and
all the relevant concepts. Students will explore nine
leadership concepts, or ‘Lessons’ with a number of
associated ‘Topics’ which explain these concepts.
Students will investigate areas including Selfawareness, Leadership in Action, Communication,
Influencing Change and Others. Students will also
regularly have the opportunities to implement their
developing skills and knowledge in real life situations
that will require them to use these skills. Leveraging
the LoE Leadership Learning Cycle and borrowing
principles from the High Impact Teaching Strategies
model, the E-Learning course aims to develop more
effective leaders and inspire positive behaviour
change in all participants. This program aspires to set
students up for success, not just in school but well
into their future also. If you have any questions please
do not hesitate to contact me.

Primary students will still need their hats in this
warmer weather. Please make sure your child
has their school hat every day and that it is
clearly named on the inside.

GREEN BUILDING WEEKLY AWARDS
Congratulations to the Grade P-3 students who
received awards at our weekly Friday Assembly.

AFTER SCHOOL CARE PROGRAM (OSHC)
Children must be booked into OSHC to attend. If
bookings need to be cancelled, please notify Cheryll.
Cheryll Hodge is our school’s OSHC coordinator and
can be contacted on 0428 258035 if you have any
queries.

OPTIONAL MUSICAL INSTRUMENT LESSONS
AVAILABLE FOR PRIMARY STUDENTS – J. Hudson





Guitar lessons, both Group and Individual. For
more information and cost, please
email iwansoebardi@gmail.com or call Iwan
Soebardi on 0418919220.
Drum lessons. Contact Luke McCarthy for more
information and costs on 0417 897 906 or email
lukemccarthy@lukemccarthy.id.au.
Piano or keyboard lessons, the cost is $27 per 30
minute lesson plus books as required. For further
information, please contact Louise Judd by email
at louisejudd53@gmail.com or phone
0408596944.

LIBRARY TIMES
Grade P-3 have library on Tuesdays every week and
Grade 4-6 have library on Mondays every week.
Please check that your child returns their library book
on their library day each week in their blue book bag
or a waterproof bag.

MERBEIN COMMUNITY BANK SCHOOL STUDENT
BANKING PROGRAM
If you wish your child to participate in this program,
please send your child’s bankbook along to the Green
Building Office every Thursday morning. The Bank will
collect and process your child’s banking and then drop
the bank book back to school before the end of the
school day.

GRADE 2-3 BIG WRITE – H. Breewel
Last week, the Grade 2-3 students participated in their
first ‘Big Write’ session as part of our VCOP writing
program. Students were required to complete ‘Talk
Homework’ during the week and then write a
persuasive text on the topic “Children should choose
what they want to wear to school”. Then on Friday,
we completed our first Breakdown Buddies sessions.
We were amazed at the persuasive pieces our
students produced. They should all be very proud of
themselves. Bring on this week’s Big Write!

SECONDARY NEWS
YEAR 10 IMMUNISATIONS
The Year 10 Meningococcal Immunisations will take
place on Tuesday 22nd May. Immunisation Forms
should have been returned this week. If your child
has not returned their forms, please do so as soon as
possible.
UNIFORM – G. Rhodes
Jumpers - With the cooler mornings, it is important
that students have a school uniform jumper they can
wear. If for some unforeseen reason your child has to
wear an out of uniform top for a short period of time,
please provide a note explaining the concern, so we
can help if possible to get your child into uniform as
soon as possible.
Leggings - Some students are wearing leggings to
school as uniform. Leggings are allowed to be worn
during physical education or dance classes ONLY.
Students are to wear correct uniform at school during
normal school hours and to and from school, which
includes black pants or black track suit pants.
NAPLAN – G. Rhodes
The NAPLAN Testing Program will be held at the
college starting Tuesday 15th May and concluding
Thursday 17th May. Students in Year 7 and 9 will
complete five tests over these three days. The tests
will be based around language conventions, writing,
reading comprehension. There will also be two maths
tests. One where students are permitted to use a
calculator and one where students are not permitted
to use a calculator.
No one at the school knows the exact content of the
tests and they are marked externally. Despite this,
teachers have been preparing students, by ensuring
the skills likely to be tested are learned.
If any parents wish to withdraw their child from any of
the tests they should simply contact their child’s
Learning Centre Leader or Mr Rhodes who will provide
a form for parents to sign. If students are not officially
withdrawn, then they will be required to sit the
testing regime.

COMMUNITY NEWS
SKATE FIT – AGES 16+
Starting 22nd April on Sundays from 4-5.30pm at the
Chaffey Secondary Stadium. No experience
necessary. Skates and protective gear provided. To
register email skatefitsunraysia@gmail.com

MERBEIN PRESCHOOL KINDERGARTEN
ENROL EARLY
Merbein Kindergarten is now accepting enrolments
for 2019 and beyond.
Our current 4 year old Kindergarten program offers 15
hours per week and our 3 year old program offers 5
hours per week. Enthusiastic and caring staff provide
a developmentally appropriate and educational
program to meet the needs of every child. And
remember we are only 10 minutes from Mildura.
Enrolments are taken directly through the
Kindergarten as we are not a part of Central
Enrolment.
Please contact the Kindergarten on 03) 50252491
for enrolment enquiries or call into the kinder at
18 O’Bryan Street Merbein.

MILDURA THEATRE COMPANY INC PRESENTS
DISNEY PETER PAN JR
Held at the Mildura Arts Centre on Friday 18th May at
7pm and Saturday 19th May at 2pm and Sunday 20th
May at 11am and 2pm. For tickets and information
visit www.milduraartscentre.com.au or phone
50188322.
Mildura Theatre Company is performing Peter Pan JR
next month.
See an amazing performance and keep your eye out
for a few of our Merbein P10-College students who
are in the production.

JUNIOR FOOTY UMPIRES WANTED

MAKE-A-WISH® GALA DINNER

The SFUA would like to attract new umpires this year.
Looking for boys and girls from Year 7-12 to come and
give umpiring a go. It is a paid part time job and a
great way to build confidence and meet new mates.
You don’t have to be great at sport. If you enjoy
footy, being fit, running or keeping active... then
umpiring is for you!
For more information contact James Sammut on
phone 0437 711 680 or email
jsammut@shmildura.catholic.edu.au or check out the
Facebook page
https://www.facebook.com/SunraysiaUmpires/
Number 1 Oval, Wednesdays 6pm.

Held on Saturday 5th May at Club Da Vinci. This
charitable event comprises a night of fun with
amazing people & entertainment.
Having a special wish granted has been found to make
a very positive difference to a child’s physical and
emotional wellbeing. This is regularly confirmed by
families who have experienced the power of a wish
first- hand.
Make-A-Wish® Australia has granted over 8,500 lifechanging wishes for seriously ill children in Australia
since 1985. The Mildura Volunteer Branch currently
has 4 children on their wish journey.
By supporting this event you will help to bring hope,
strength and joy to seriously-ill children at a time
when it really matters.
If you would like to purchase tickets please call
Samantha on phone 0438 836 363 or ask at the
Mildura Visitor Information Centre.

DRAMA CLASSES
Held at the Mildura Brass Band Hall, 99 8th Street.
Offering Stage One and Two classes.
Stage One (For ages 5– 8) on Thursdays 4-5 pm and
Stage Two (For ages 9-12) on Mondays 5-6 pm.
Expression of interest for other times and Stage Three
(For ages 13-16) available online.
For more information contact Alise Amarant on phone
544 33 462 or email director@propstheatre.com.au
check out the Facebook Page
www.facebook.com/propstheatre/

LITTLE ATHLETICS CROSS COUNTRY SEASON
The cross-country season for under 6 to under 17
commences on 6th May 2018.
The season runs for seven sessions over nine weeks at
seven venues.
New members are welcome – registration fee is $60,
all done on line. Organised training is available for
registered athletes on a Tuesday afternoon at Jaycee
Park at 4.30pm. For more information phone
Stephen Erlandsen on 0427 233 504.

SUNRAYSIA MULTICULTURAL FESTIVAL
Enjoy the sounds, taste and feel of our diverse
community on 28th April from 10.30-4.30pm at the
Chaffey Secondary College Deakin Ave Mildura. Free
Entry. For more information visit www.smeccinc.org

