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SECONDARY SWIMMING CARNIVAL REPORT 
The Secondary Swimming Carnival was held Tuesday, 19th February.   
Well done to all our students who participated with enthusiasm and did 
their best to compete to earn points for their Sports House Team.  
Congratulations to Cowra, the winning team on the day.  Congratulations 
also to the Age Champions.  Results are in the Secondary Section.    
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Successful Students – Strong Communities 

 

DATES TO REMEMBER 
FEBRUARY 
28th Thursday 
Yr P-1 Reading Rocks 6-7pm 

MARCH 
1st Friday 
Whole school Assembly 

4th – 8th  
Year 8 Camp 

11th Monday 
Labour Day Public Holiday – No 
school 
12th – 15th 
Year 7 Camp 

12th Tuesday 
Yr P-1 Tennis Clinic 

13th Wednesday 
Yr 2-3 Tennis Clinic 

15th Friday  
-Pri Say No To Bullying Poster 
Competition 
19th Tuesday 
Yr P-1 Tennis Clinic 

20th Wednesday 
Sec ‘Open Night’  
-Yr 2-3 Tennis Clinic 

21st Thursday 
Yr 7 Immunisations 
25th-29th  
Pri Stomp – Dance 

29th Friday 
Pri Stomp Performance   

APRIL 
3rd Wednesday 
-Sec Parent/Teacher Interviews 4-7pm 
-Pri Meet & Greet 

5th Friday 
Last day of Term 1 

NOVEMBER 
18th,19th &20th 
Whole School Variety Nights 

2019 TERM DATES 
Term 2: 23/04/19 - 28/06/19 
Term 3: 15/07/19 - 20/09/19 
Term 4: 07/10/19 – 20/12/19 

STUDENT DENTAL SERVICE 
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WHOLE SCHOOL ASSEMBLY – R. Morgan 
Our first Whole School Assembly for 2019 will be held 
in the Gym, next Friday 1st March starting at 2:15pm. 
Whole school assemblies are an important event 
where we come together to celebrate the wonderful 
things that happen at Merbein P-10 College.  At next 
week’s assembly our student school leaders will be 
inducted and officially receive their leadership badge. 
We will also present our Student of the Month 
Awards, acknowledging the many students that 
regularly display the college’s values of Respect, 
Responsibility and Quality.  Our whole school 
assemblies are an open event and we warmly 
welcome families to join us. Families of the students 
receiving awards at the assembly will be notified by 
their child’s Learning Centre Leader in the coming 
days. 

WEEKLY NEWSLETTER - EMAILED 
The school distributes a weekly school newsletter to 

families via email.  If you have not received a 

newsletter by email, please notify the 

school to either of the following email addresses:   
Giddings.beth.l@edumail.vic.gov.au or  
merbein.p10@edumail.vic.gov.au, with the subject 
Newsletter Email, so this can be rectified.  
Students in Years 7, 8, 9 and 10 who would like to take 
home a printed copy of the newsletter each week, can 
collect one from the main office every Thursday at 
3.15pm.  

BUS APPLICATION FORMS 
Bus Application Forms are available from the school’s 
main office.  For students to be eligible for the bus 
pass they must live more than 4.8km from the school 
and this must be their nearest state school.  For more 
information, ask at the front office. 

STUDENT ABSENCES 
If your child is away from school, please notify the 
school before 10am in the morning.  A text message 
will be automatically sent to your phone after this 
time if your child is not at school and the school has 
not been notified.  The school can be notified of 
absences by phone or by sending an email to the 
following email address:  
Collihole.heather.h@edumail.vic.gov.au 

SCHOOL BANK ACCOUNT DETAILS 
BSB - 063 714 
Bank Acc Number – 10060535   
Account Name - Merbein P-10 College Official 
Account. 

UNIFORM SHOP 
School uniforms can be purchased from the school’s 
main office between the hours of 8.45am and 4pm 
during the school week.  If these hours are 
inconvenient for you, please ring the school to make 
an alternate arrangement. 

 

BREAKFAST PROGRAM 
The Merbein & District Community Bank & Merbein 
Development Association are financially supporting 
the Breakfast Program.  Foodbank Victoria also 
supports the breakfast program with donations of 
food.  The following organisations provide volunteers 
to assist with the program; Merbein P10 College 
parents, the Board & Staff of the Merbein & District 
Community Bank, Merbein Development Association, 
Merbein Lions Club, and Merbein Uniting Church.  The 
Breakfast Program is held in the school cafeteria.  All 
students are welcome to come along between 8.00am 
and 8.45am each morning if they would like a FREE 
tasty breakfast to kick-start their days learning. 

If you have time to volunteer for this 

community service from 8-8.45am on school 

days, please contact the school, we would 

love to hear from you.  Please note that 
volunteers will need a Working with Children’s Check. 

COMPASS PROGRAM 
The school’s Administrative APP Program ‘Compass’ 
allows secondary students to access their timetables, 
daily news and learning tasks. Students use their 
regular school username and password to log-in.  New 
students were issued with log in details in the first 
week of school. If you have lost your parent log-in 
details, please email 
merbein.p10@edumail.vic.gov.au and our IT staff will 
assist as soon as possible. Compass log-in details for 
new parents will be mailed home in the first weeks of 
school. The Compass App is available in the Android 
and Apple App stores and can be accessed on a 
desktop via https://merbeinp10-
vic.compass.education/.  If you would like more 
information about the Compass App, please ring the 
school. 

CAMPS, SPORTS AND EXCURSIONS FUND (CSEF)  
To be eligible for this funding, a parent or legal 
guardian of a student attending the school must 
be the holder of a Veterans Affairs Gold Card or be an 
eligible Centrelink Health Care Card (HCC) or 
Pensioner Concession Card (PCC) holder, OR 
be a temporary foster parent and submit an 
application to the school before the end of February 
2019.  
If your child was enrolled at this school last year and 
you were a successful applicant for the funding last 
year, you will not need to apply for the funding again 
this year.  

Ask at the school office for an application 

form, or to enquire about more information. 

To find out more about CSEF or to apply for assistance 
go to www.education.vic.gov.au/csef 
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STUDENT RECORDS 
Reminder that it is important to notify the school of 
any changes to your child’s address, phone, 
emergency phone numbers and medical records. 
  
 

PRIMARY NEWS 
 

BUTTERFLIES NEWS – M. Brown 
The Butterflies, have been working on ‘Number’ 
during Maths.  Students have enjoyed hands-on 
activities to encourage discussions for ‘Maths Talk’. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BEFORE SCHOOL 
Families please be aware that students who arrive at 
school before 8.40am can go to the Breakfast Club, 
held in the Canteen. Alternatively, they may sit on the 
seats at the back of the Green Building or stand with 
their parents near the door until 8.40am.  Students 
are not to play out the front of the Green Building 
until 8.40am when the front playground is supervised 
and the doors of the Green Building are opened. 

YEAR P-1 LITERACY GROUPS – D. Lord 
The Year P-1 Literacy groups have commenced and 
operate from 9:05-11:00am every morning. Students 
are grouped according to their needs, and may work 
with another teacher in another room within the Year 
P-1 Unit for this session.  

YEAR P-1 SPECIALIST CLASSES – D. Lord 
Specialist classes will operate on Tuesdays.  Students 
will work with Mr Pay - Music, Mrs Atkinson - Art and 
Ms Richardson - Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Math (STEM). The home groups rotate around these 
classes within the unit, except for the Art class, which 
is held in the new Art room in the main building.  

YEAR P-3 FRIDAY ASSEMBLY – D. Lord 
There will be a Whole School Assembly next Friday 1st 
March held in the gym starting at 2:12pm. Families 

are welcome to attend.  Please note that the 

weeks we have a Whole School Assembly, 

we will not have a Green Building Year P-3 

assembly.  

GREEN BUILDING WEEKLY ASSEMBLIES 
Most Friday afternoons the Green Building will have 
an assembly to present weekly awards.  Families are 
welcome to attend at 2.45pm.  Congratulations to the 
Grade P-3 students who received awards at our 
weekly Friday Assembly. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
ART SMOCKS  
All primary students are required to bring along an art 
smock or old shirt to protect their school uniform 
when participating in their Art Program. 

LIBRARY NEWS 
There are still a few overdue books.  Any returns of 
overdue books from past years will always be very 

much appreciated.  Please ensure your child 

returns their books each week and brings a 

waterproof Library Bag for their Library 

books on the following days. 

Year 4-6 students have Library on Mondays 
Year P-3 students have library on Thursdays 
Year 2-3A students have library on Mondays 
Year 2-3Bstudents have library on Tuesdays 
Year 2-3C students have library on Thursdays 

BRAIN FOOD 
Each child is encouraged to bring some ‘brain food’ to 
have every morning.  Studies have shown that small 
amounts of healthy food continually throughout the 
day, helps with concentration and energy.  Examples 
are dried fruit, crackers, grapes, carrots, celery, 
cheese, plain popcorn.  No nuts please. (Please do not 
send roll ups, or chips). 

 



 

YEAR 2-3 STUDENT REPRESENTATIVE COUNCIL 
(SRC) AND ADVISORY TEAM – W. Finn 
We were very proud of our students who nominated 
for the position of SRC in each of the three home 
rooms.  The successful SRC representatives will be 
acknowledged at next week’s Whole School 
Assembly.  The level of enthusiasm and great ideas 
shown from the students who nominated was very 
high. We decided to form a Junior Advisory Team 
where all those students who nominated will work 
with Mrs Finn. Regular meetings will occur to discuss 
issues, plan for future events, and gather ideas for the 
SRC representatives to take to the Junior SRC 
meetings.  These students will make great role models 
in our Seussville Learning Centre.  Congratulations to 
the following students.  

Year 23A 

SRC - Scarlett Quinlivan and Jack Peak 

Advisory Team - Liam Williams, Lachlan Nagyidai, 
Evie Atkinson, Alijah Gill, Cooper Higgins and Jaylen 
Crouch 

Year 23B 

SRC - Dimmity Stringer and Oliver Hutchings 

Advisory Team - Kenzie Arnold, Jonathan Nash, 
Heath Mackay, Autumn Calabro, Taj Wheatland, 
Sienna Pope,  Mia Brewer 

Year 23C 

SRC - Claire Nokes and Koby Brown 

Advisory Team - Ashana Sleader, Harper Nemtsas, 
Carter Price and Shelby Stanfield 

 

We have already had our first meeting.  Looking 
forward to seeing some great leadership from this 
team. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NAMING ARTICLES 
Please remember it is very important to name all your 
children’s property clearly, especially hats and 
jumpers, bags, drink bottles and lunch containers. 

BLUE BOOK/LIBRARY BAGS 
Reminder that all students will need a suitable 
waterproof bag to put their library and reading books 
in to take home.  Blue book/library bags are for sale at 
the school uniform shop.  Students are to return their 
diaries, books and bags every day after reading their 
book at home. 

SEVERE FOOD ALLERGIES 
There are students at the school with severe food 
allergies.  Please remind your child that their food is 
not to be shared. 

NO HAT – NO PLAY 
Students must bring a wide brimmed hat to school 
every day, clearly labelled with their name.  The hat 
does not need to be the uniform hat.  Caps are not 

acceptable. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WATER BOTTLES – PLEASE ENSURE YOUR CHILD 
BRINGS A WATER BOTTLE EVERY DAY. 
Every student needs to bring along a plastic sport 
bottle of water (not soft drink or cordial or fruit drink) 
to school every day to sit on their desks during class.  

This is even more important during this hot 

weather.  Studies have proven that the brain does 
not function well if dehydrated.  It is best practice to 
drink plenty of water throughout the day. 
We have a refrigerated water fountain at school 
where the children can refill their bottles during the 
day. 
 

AFTER SCHOOL CARE PROGRAM (OSHC)  
Cheryll Hodge is our school’s OSHC coordinator and 
can be contacted on 0428 258035 if you have any 
queries. 



 

MERBEIN COMMUNITY BANK SCHOOL STUDENT  
BANKING PROGRAM 
If you wish your child to participate in this program, 
please send your child’s bankbook along to the Green 
Building Office every Thursday morning. The Bank will 
collect and process your child’s banking and then drop 
the bank book back to school before the end of the 
school day. 
 
 

SECONDARY NEWS 
 

SECONDARY SWIMMING CARNIVAL RESULTS 
 

Cowra 692 Kulnine 562 Yelta 499 
 

Year Champions 
Female Male 

13Yr Elana De Koning 13Yr Riley Nokes 

14Yr Rachel Langdon 14Yr Dylan Boseley 

15Yr Latisha De 
Koning 

15Yr Bradley 
Wakefield 

17Yr Montana Mazza 17Yr Aalen Davis 

Records set at this Carnival 
F 14Yr Butterfly/ 
Sidestroke 

Rachel Langdon 17.26 

Old Record Lucy Collihole 17.43 

F 14Yr 25m Freestyle Rachel Langdon 16.09 

Old Record Latisha De Koning 17.15 

F 17Yr 25m Freestyle Montana Mazza 15.75 

Old Record Jessica Pratt 15.75 

F 15Yr 25m Freestyle Erin Garraway 17.28 

Old Record Summer Halls 17.52 

F 14Yr 25m 
Backstroke 

Rachel Langdon 19.56 

Old Record Dorraine Bagacay 19.97 
 

DOCTORS IN SECONDARY SCHOOLS 
Remember our doctor’s room is open every Tuesday 
from 10am–3pm for secondary students.  Student 
appointments can be made through staff at the school 
or by calling the Merbein Family Practice on 03 5025 
2511 or students can simply drop into the rooms at 
recess or lunch on Tuesdays. This is a great service, 
not just when students are sick but for things like 
prescriptions, asthma and anaphylaxis plans, catch-up 
immunisations, mental health and any other issues 

facing secondary students.  Students will need to 

give their Medicare Card details to the GP 

clinic. An easy way to do this is for the 

student to take a photo of the card on their 

phone.  Parents do not need to attend appointments 
with students but are very welcome to come along if 
the students wish. 

 
 

LOCKS ON LOCKERS – R. Morgan 
Students are responsible for the security of their 
personal equipment at school. We have supplied 
lockable lockers and have cameras set up at most 
locker locations. If a student has a BYOD computer or 
Ipad they MUST use a lock on their lockers. It is 
strongly advised for all other students to use a lock on 
their lockers also, to ensure security. 
 

SECONDARY SCHOOL VACCINATIONS IN 2019 
The Secondary School Vaccine Program offers free 
vaccines to Year 7 and 10 students. These vaccines 
provide protection against:  

¶ Diphtheria, Tetanus and Pertussis (Whooping 
Cough) – one dose for Year 7 students 

¶ Human Papillomavirus (HPV) – two doses for Year 
7 students 

¶ Meningococcal A,C,W,Y – one dose for Year 10 
students  

Parents/guardians of Year 7 students should have 
received the vaccine consent card booklet in a pack 
last year. Parents/guardians of Year 10 students 
should look out for the vaccine consent card booklet 
coming home from school with your child. You need 
to read the information, complete and return the card 
regardless of whether your child is being vaccinated at 
school. 
The Mildura Rural City Council Immunisation Service 
may contact you about the Secondary School Vaccine 
Program. Schools are authorised to provide basic 
parent/guardian contact details to local councils for 

this purpose. Contact the school by 28th  

February 2019 if you do not want your 

contact details given to the Mildura Rural 

City Council Immunisation Service.  
To learn more about the Secondary School Vaccine 
Program, the vaccines, the diseases they protect 
against, or how you can prepare your child for 
vaccination, go to betterhealth.vic.gov.au 
Additionally, the Commonwealth Government is 
funding vaccinations for all children under 20 years of 
age who missed any scheduled vaccines, including a 
catch up program for Meningococcal ACWY Vaccine 
for adolescents aged 15-19 years of age who have not 
already received the vaccine in school. If students 
have missed vaccines, either in childhood or 
adolescence and require catch-up vaccines, they 
should speak with their immunisation provider. (ie. 
local council or GP). 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

MOBILE PHONE POLICY – R. Morgan 
Our Mobile Phone Policy is available on our website 
and will also be attached to our next newsletter.   
In brief, Primary Students who bring mobile phones to 
school must leave them with their teacher at the start 
of the day and pick them up at the end of the day. 
Secondary students are permitted to carry and use 
their phones appropriately out of class time.  When 
entering class, students are required to turn their 
phones off and remove phone ear-pieces if being 
used.  If students need to use their phone in class as 
an educational aid they need to specifically ask for 
permission to do so and be granted permission by the 
teacher for that specific purpose.   
 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

 

SPORTS TRAINER COURSE IN MILDURA 
Mallee Sports Assembly and Sports Medicine Australia 
are coordinating a Level 1 Sports Trainer Course, 
Reaccreditation and Advanced Taping in the Mildura. 
This will be on the 24th & 31st March, at South 
Mildura Football Club Rooms.  
The sports trainer plays an important role in ensuring 
safety and wellbeing of participants at sporting clubs. 
The course will recognise you as an industry 
accredited sports trainer, providing skills on how to 
prevent and manage injuries on and off the field. 
Topics covered include: preventing sports injuries, 
principles of injury management, sports taping, sports 
nutrition, transporting the injured athlete and 
common sporting illnesses, injuries and medical 
conditions. Industry accreditation from this 8 hour 
course is the standard requirement to work as a 
sports trainer in many of the country’s sporting codes. 
Pre-requisite required is to have a current first aid 
certificate. Successful completion of the Level 1 Sports 
Trainer course provides an opportunity for 
participants to become an SMA National accredited 
Sports Trainer.  The cost of this course is $285 and 
$120 for Reaccreditation and $60 for Advanced Taping 
course.  
Further information please contact Mallee Sports 
Assembly office, Mildura, phone 5021 3464 or visit 
our office at 101-101A Ninth St, Mildura.  

BIG RED KIDNEY WALK 
Walk to The Walk to fight Kidney Disease will be held 
16th March beginning at 7am.  Distance is 35km.  The 
location is Mildura-Wentworth Wharf to Acacia 
Apartments.  Contact Gail Peters on phone 
0417318488.  Register online 
www.bigredkidneywalk.org.au 

 
 

MILDURA RURAL CITY COUNCIL'S YOUTH 
AWARDS HAVE OPENED! 
The Awards celebrate and recognise the amazing 
young people aged between 12 and 25 years of age 
who live, work or study within the local government 
area.  Nominations close on Friday, 22 February 2019 
To find out more go 
to www.mildura.vic.gov.au/Services/Youth/Youth-
Awards 
Award Categories and Criteria  

¶ Youth Carer Award  
This award recognises an individual who is a carer for 
a family member, relative or friend with a disability, 
mental illness or chronic condition. 

¶ Youth Volunteer Award    
This category recognises a young person who 
regularly gives up his or her valuable time and effort 
for the benefit of the community or an organisation.  

¶ Youth Community Group Award   
This category recognises a group of young people who 
have shown outstanding dedication through their 
involvement or participation in the community and 
have made a significant difference. 

¶ Youth Artist Individual Award 
This category recognises a young person who has 
demonstrated initiative, innovation and made a 
positive community contribution through drama, 
visual arts, performing arts, technical support, 
debating, literacy pursuits or music. 

¶ Youth Artist Group Award  
This category recognises a group of young people who 
have shown outstanding dedication through their 
involvement or participation in the community and 
have made a significant difference.  

¶ Youth Environmental Group Award  
This category is for young people who are committed 
to living a sustainable lifestyle, advocate for positive 
change and is passionate about the conservation of 
the natural environment. 

WALK WENTWORTH SING SINGING AND 
INSTRUMENTAL WORKSHOPS WITH JAMES 
RIGBY 
Come and join James this year in Wentworth to gather 
with other singers and instrumentalists and learn a 
bunch of songs, including some to perform as a 
massed-choir and ensemble at the Walk Wentworth 
Sing concert on Sunday 19th May 2019 at the 
Wentworth Town Hall.  No experience needed! 
Singing workshops - 17th March – 2.30-4.30pm at 
Museum of Innocence. 
Instrumental workshop - 17th March – 11.30-1.30pm 
at Museum of Innocence. 
To register phone 0420939229 or email 
enquiries@sunraysiaartsandlearning.com.au  
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MILDURA ALL ABILITIES REGIONAL BOWLS 
CARNIVAL 
Bowls Victoria, Bowls Sunraysia and Mallee Sports 
Assembly are proud to announce that we will he host 
a Regional Lawn Bowls Carnival in Mildura on the 21st 
March, 2019.  
This event will be open to schools and disability 
organisations from across the region. Over three 
weeks leading into the carnival we will have practice 
training days on the 28th Feb, 7th and 14th March, at 
Mildura Workers Bowls Club.  
Bowls Victoria and Bowls Sunraysia are very 
supportive of the event and would like to encourage 
people of all ages and disabilities to get involved. 
Mildura Workers Bowls Club will be providing a BBQ 
lunch for everyone at the carnival. This is free event 
for people to enter and participate in.  
For more information and to register, please contact 
Tanya Wild, at Mallee Sports Assembly, 5021 3464; 
tanya@malleesportsassembly.org.au.  

2019 FEMALE FOOTBALL TOURNAMENT 
Women and girls are invited to participate.  
Tournament will be held 9th & 10th March.  Trophies 
and Medallions will be awarded to the Winners & 
Runners-up, Best & Fairest and Best goal Keeper.  
Entry fee for Open Women’s Teams $100. Free entry 
for Junior Teams.  For further information contact 
Susan Watts on phone 0410557485 or email 
swatts@ffs.or.su. 

ANNUAL PRIMARY SCHOOL SWIM MEET   
The Irymple Swimming Club will be holding their 
Annual Primary School Swim Meet on Thursday 14th 
March commencing at 5.30pm at the Irymple 
Swimming Pool. 
Individual students are welcome to enter online via 
the website www.irympleswimmingclub.com.au  

FREE BOWLS PROGRAM FOR UNDER 18S 
Bowls that is fast and fun for Under 18s at the Mildura 
Bowls Club on Wednesdays’ at 4.30pm.  Starting on 
17th April.  For boys and girls.  No experience needed 
food, drinks and music.  Free to play.  Coaching and 
equipment provided.  Contact Chris Mitchell on phone 
0409248600.  Registration day is 3rd April at the 
Mildura Bowls Club, Cureton Ave from 4-6pm. 
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